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Soon after Solomon was anointed King of Israel his brother Adonijah,

Joab (Captain of the army) and Abiathar the priest committed treason.

Adonijah and Joab were executed and Abiathar was demoted.



Solomon enlisted Benaiah (one

of David’s Mighty Men) to

execute both Adonijah and Joab

for treason.

Solomon then appointed Benaiah

Joab’s rank as Captain of the

Israelite army.

Abiathar the priest had also

taken part in Adonijah’s treason,

therefore Solomon demoted him

and appointed Zadok High Priest

in his place.

Benaiah
Captain of the Army





1 Kings 3

“1And Solomon made affinity

with Pharaoh king of Egypt,

and took Pharaoh’s daughter,

and brought her into the city of

David until he had made an

end of building his own house,

and the house of the LORD,

and the wall of Jerusalem

round about.”



We are not told if

Pharaoh’s daughter was

Solomon’s first wife, but we

do know that the marriage

would have been unlawful

unless she was a proselyte.

Most likely she was his

first wife, the wife of his

youth, because his other

wives are not named, and

all we know is the number

of them and how they

caused him to sin.



1 Kings 3

“2The people sacrificed in high places, because there was no house

built unto the name of the LORD, until those days. 3And Solomon

loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father: only he

sacrificed and burnt incense in high places.”



King David erected a

tabernacle in Jerusalem

and put the ark of the

covenant there. But,

Solomon was known for

High Places.

Yet, Solomon’s worship

was accepted, for he

worshipped GOD ONLY.



Under the Patriarchal

Law Abraham built his

altars on mountains

(Genesis 12:8 & 22:2)

and worshipped in a

grove (Genesis 21:33).

But, the practice was

changed when the law

was given to Moses for

the Mosaical law

included the plans for

the tabernacle and

provision for a

priesthood.



Under the Mosaical law

sacrifices always took

place in the tabernacle,

no matter where it was

erected, until the ark of

the covenant was taken

by the Philistines.

The ark was retrieved

from the Philistines and

was under the care of

Abinadab and his sons

for many years until

David brought it to the

tabernacle in Jerusalem.



Samuel provided a

place in Ramah near

his home for

sacrifices after the ark

of the covenant was

removed from the

tabernacle.



Ruins of the High Place in Dan—





1 Kings 3

“4And the king went to

Gibeon to sacrifice there;

for that was the great

high place: a thousand

burnt offerings did

Solomon offer upon that

altar. 5In Gibeon the

LORD appeared to

Solomon in a dream by

night: and God said, Ask

what I shall give thee.”



1 Kings 3

“6And Solomon said . . . I

am but a little child: I know

not how to go out or come in

. . . 8And thy servant is in

the midst of thy people

which thou hast chosen, a

great people, that cannot be

numbered nor counted for

multitude. 9Give therefore

thy servant an understanding

heart to judge thy people,

that I may discern between

good and bad: for who is

able to judge this thy so

great a people?”



1 Kings 3

“10And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon

had asked this thing. 11And God said unto him,

Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not

asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches

for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies;

but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern

judgment; 12Behold, I have done according to thy

words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an

understanding heart; so that there was none like thee

before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto

thee. 13And I have also given thee that which thou

hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there

shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all

thy days. 14And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep

my statutes and my commandments, as thy father

David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.”



1 Kings 3

“15And Solomon awoke;

and, behold, it was a

dream. And he came to

Jerusalem, and stood

before the ark of the

covenant of the LORD,

and offered up burnt

offerings, and offered

peace offerings, and made

a feast to all his servants.”





1 Kings 3

“16Then came there two women,

that were harlots, unto the king,

and stood before him. 17And the

one woman said,

O my lord, I and this woman dwell

in one house; and I was delivered

of a child with her in the house.
18And it came to pass the third day

after that I was delivered, that this

woman was delivered also: and we

were together; there was no

stranger with us in the house, save

we two in the house. 19And this

woman’s child died in the night;

because she overlaid it.”



1 Kings 3

“20And she arose at midnight, and

took my son from beside me, while

thine handmaid slept, and laid it in

her bosom, and laid her dead child

in my bosom. 21And when I rose in

the morning to give my child suck,

behold, it was dead: but when I had

considered it in the morning,

behold, it was not my son, which I

did bear.”



1 Kings 3

“22And the other woman said, Nay;

but the living is my son, and the

dead is thy son. And this said, No;

but the dead is thy son, and the

living is my son. Thus they spake

before the king.”



1 Kings 3

“23Then said the king,

The one saith,

This is my son

that liveth, and thy

son is the dead:

and the other

saith, Nay; but thy

son is the dead,

and my son is the

living.”



1 Kings 3

“24And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword

before the king. 25And the king said, Divide the living child in two,

and give half to the one, and half to the other.”



1 Kings 3

“24And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword

before the king. 25And the king said, Divide the living child in two,

and give half to the one, and half to the other.”

1 Kings 3

“26Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king,

for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her

the living child, and in no wise slay it.”



1 Kings 3

“26. . . But the

other said, Let it

be neither mine

nor thine, but

divide it.”



1 Kings 3

“27Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child,

and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof. 28And all

Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and

they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God

was in him, to do judgment.”





EGYPT EDOM

SYRIA

MOAB

ISRAEL

1 Kings 4

“1So king Solomon was king over

all Israel.

20Judah and Israel were many, as

the sand which is by the sea in

multitude, eating and drinking, and

making merry.

25And Judah and Israel dwelt

safely, every man under his vine

and under his fig tree, from Dan

even to Beersheba, all the days of

Solomon.

26And Solomon had forty thousand

stalls of horses for his chariots, and

twelve thousand horsemen.”

JUDAH



1 Kings 4

“29And God gave

Solomon wisdom and

understanding exceeding

much, and largeness of

heart, even as the sand

that is on the sea shore.
30And Solomon’s

wisdom excelled the

wisdom of all the

children of the east

country, and all the

wisdom of Egypt. 31For

he was wiser than all

men.”



1 Kings 4

“32And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his

songs were a thousand and five.”



1 Kings 4

“33And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon

even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also

of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes.
34And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon,

from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom.”







EGYPT EDOM

SYRIA

MOAB

ISRAEL

JUDAH

Tyre

Jerusalem

1 Kings 5

“1And Hiram king of Tyre sent

his servants unto Solomon; for

he had heard that they had

anointed him king in the room of

his father: for Hiram was ever a

lover of David.”

Tyre was a famous trading

city that was close to the sea

and the border of Israel.

Because Hiram was such

a close friend of David we

have reason to think he was a

worshipper of the true God

and had renounced the

idolatry of his city.



There was a forest of huge

cedar trees in Tyre that

Solomon needed for the

construction of the temple.

Hiram’s subjects (the

Sidonians) were experienced

woodsmen, and Solomon

enlisted Hiram’s assistance.



1 Kings 6

“1And it came to pass in the

four hundred and eightieth

year after the children of

Israel were come out of the

land of Egypt, in the fourth

year of Solomon’s reign over

Israel, in the month Zif,

which is the second month,

that he began to build the

house of the LORD.”



1 Kings 6

“2And the house which king

Solomon built for the LORD,

the length thereof was

threescore cubits, and the

breadth thereof twenty cubits,

and the height thereof thirty

cubits . . .

7And the house, when it was in

building, was built of stone

made ready before it was

brought thither: so that there

was neither hammer nor axe

nor any tool of iron heard in

the house, while it was in

building.”



1 Kings 6

“2And the house which king

Solomon built for the LORD,

the length thereof was

threescore cubits, and the

breadth thereof twenty cubits,

and the height thereof thirty

cubits . . .

7And the house, when it was in

building, was built of stone

made ready before it was

brought thither: so that there

was neither hammer nor axe

nor any tool of iron heard in

the house, while it was in

building.”

The length and breadth 

were double to that of 

the tabernacle.

It was quiet while under 

construction.



1 Kings 6

“8The door for the middle chamber was in the right side of the house: and

they went up with winding stairs into the middle chamber, and out of the

middle into the third. 9So he built the house, and finished it; and covered

the house with beams and boards of cedar. 10And then he built chambers

against all the house, five cubits high: and they rested on the house with

timber of cedar.”



The temple had more rooms than the tabernacle which was only

the Most Holy Place, Holy Place, and the courtyard. The temple

had rooms for storage and for the priests to work and dress.



1 Kings 7

“51So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the house of

the LORD. And Solomon brought in the things which David his father

had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he put

among the treasures of the house of the LORD.”



God did not allow David to build the temple, but David did

prepare a treasury for the temple that his son Solomon would

build.



1 Kings 8

“22And Solomon stood before

the altar of the LORD in the

presence of all the congregation

of Israel, and spread forth his

hands toward heaven: 23And he

said, LORD God of Israel,

there is no God like thee, in

heaven above, or on earth

beneath, who keepest covenant

and mercy with thy servants

that walk before thee with all

their heart.”



1 Kings 8

Verses 24 to 61 are 

Solomon’s prayer

“62And the king, and all

Israel with him, offered

sacrifice before the

LORD. 63And Solomon

offered a sacrifice of

peace offerings, which

he offered unto the

LORD, two and twenty

thousand oxen, and an

hundred and twenty

thousand sheep. So the

king and all the children

of Israel dedicated the

house of the LORD.”



1 Kings 6

“38And in the eleventh year, in the month Bul, which is the eighth month,

was the house finished throughout all the parts thereof, and according to

all the fashion of it. So was he seven years in building it.”



1 Kings 7

“1But Solomon was

building his own

house thirteen years,

and he finished all his

house.”



Solomon built the temple

first and in record time,

because it was needed

for worship, but he was

in no hurry to complete

his houses.

He built houses in

Jerusalem, Lebanon, and

a house for his wife. The

house in Lebanon had a

tower. The house in

Jerusalem had a great

wall and a porch of

judgment.



I Kings 9

“1. . . When Solomon

had finished the building

of the house of the

LORD, and the king’s

house, and all Solomon’s

desire which he was

pleased to do, 2That the

LORD appeared to

Solomon the second

time, as he had appeared

unto him at Gibeon.
3And the LORD said

unto him . . .”



I Kings 9

“3I have heard thy prayer and thy

supplication, that thou hast made before me .

. . 4And if thou wilt walk before me, as

David thy father walked . . . 5Then I will

establish the throne of thy kingdom upon

Israel for ever . . . 6But if ye shall at all turn

from following me, ye or your children, and

will not keep my commandments and my

statutes which I have set before you, but go

and serve other gods, and worship them:
7Then will I cut off Israel out of the land

which I have given them; and this house,

which I have hallowed for my name, will I

cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a

proverb and a byword among all people.”






